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LEGO Building Activity

The following materials are needed for this teamwork activity.

· Baggie #1 contents:  the LEGOs (disassembled) with their directions and a 3x5 card that says “NO ONE TALKS”
· Baggie #2 contents:  the LEGOs (disassembled) with their original box and a 3x5 card that says “ONE PERSON TALKS”
· Baggie #3 contents:  the LEGOs (disassembled) and a 3x5 card that says “EVERYONE CAN TALK” 
These need to be complete LEGO models that can be fully assembled.  Place one baggie at a different table with 2-3 chairs at each table.  (A picture or the directions for Baggie #3 should be available to show after the activity is done.)
This is an activity to begin a discussion about communication.  Talk about verbal and non-verbal communication, and how the students need to be aware of how both will affect their work as team members.  

INSTRUCTIONS

1. Teams of 2-3 people will have 2 ½ minutes at each table. (We use 2 ½ minutes to give the students an idea of how long a time period this is.  Then when they go to the competition table, they have a concept of that time period.)

2. Teams are to put all the pieces together to form one LEGO item. (Coaches may give additional directions if the items are all of a related theme such as water related vehicles.)

3. Explain that at the table with Baggie #1, no one can talk, at the table with a Baggie #2, only one person can talk, and students need to decide who will be the one to talk before time begins. At the table with Baggie #3, everyone can talk.

4. At the end of 2 ½ minutes, call time.  Have the students take the LEGO item apart and put all pieces back in the baggie.

5. Without discussion, have the groups rotate clockwise to the next table.  

6. When groups are seated at the next table, say, “You have 2 ½ minutes.  Begin.”

7. Repeat this sequence until each group has experienced all three activities.

8. Bring the full group back together and debrief.  (Coaches may use questions such as:  Which activity was easiest and why?  What was hardest and why?  How did you communicate non-verbally?  etc.)
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             M & M Brainstorming Activity

     The following materials are needed for this activity:
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· Plain M & M’s

· Peanut M & M’s

· Sandwich baggies & twist ties

1. Brainstorming is defined for students and examples are given.  

2. Students should be in groups of two.  If possible, each group should be at a different table. 

3. Each group is given a baggie with M & M’s tied with a twist tie.  

4. Groups have 2 ½ minutes to make a house out of the materials they are given.

5. Students are reminded about planning and communication before they are allowed to start the activity. 

6. Debrief and talk about the different ideas that come up and what the end product looked like.

